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December 28, 2008 (Tom Miller) 

 

Notes on the book ñHam ChamberlayneðVirginian, Letters and Papers of an Artillery 

Officer in the War for Southern Independence, 1861-1865,ò by his son, C. G. 

Chamberlayne (Dietz Printing Co., Richmond, 1932).  [This was a special printing of 

1000 numbered copies, many signed by the author.  My copy is number 705, and isnôt 

signed.] 

 

Ham Chamberlayne was John Hampden Chamberlayne (2 June 1838 ï 18 February 

1882), son of Dr. Lewis Webb Chamberlayne (9? January 1798 ï 27 January 1854) and 

Martha Burwell Dabney (15 September 1802 ï 19 March 1883).  The book consists of 

family letters during the war period.  Most are from JHC to his family and friends about 

details of battles in which he participated and comments on letters received from home.   

 

It is interesting how upbeat he is about the war and the beatings that he perceives the 

federals are taking.  Only near the very end (page 277) does one get hints of realization of 

the facts: his mother has asked about doing something with money, and he cautions her 

that he fears that Confederate bonds are a losing proposition, and he urges her to move to 

Alabama.  In a section beginning on page 347, there are extensive notes on the people 

and places mentioned in the letters.   

 

At the beginning of the book, thereôs a list of ñSubscribers,ò presumably people who paid 

in advance for the book, with their addresses.  Among them is Richard Heath Dabney and 

Letitia Dabney Miller, with her 1932 address given in Chicago (where she was probably 

living with her daughter Emily Danton).  Other names I recognize are Mrs. F. W. Searby 

of San Francisco and Dr. S. L. Ware of Sewanee, TN. 

 

The notes below focus on citations relevant to the Mississippi Dabneys, notably Marthaôs 

brothers Thomas Smith Gregory Dabney of Burleigh Plantation and Philip Augustine Lee 

Dabney of Raymond, Mississippi, and their children.  There is one letter reproduced 

below from PALDôs son Frederick Yeamans Dabney while a prisoner at Johnsonôs Island 

prison for Confederate officers.  Another letter of interest is from Martha Dabney 

Chamberlayne from Burleigh, where she went as Richmond was about to be taken by 

federal troops.  Virginus Dabney, one of TSGDôs sons in the army, is mentioned so many 

times that I cannot list them all. 

 

Page vii.  There is mention of ñMary Macon (Mrs. Nelson then Mrs. Mutter)ò as a half-

sister of Marthaôs.  Apparently Marthaôs mother, Sarah Smith, had at least one child after 

she married William H. Macon.  Her first husband (Benjamin Dabney, father of Martha, 

Thomas, and Augustine) had died in 1806.   

 

Page 5.  Martha Chamberlayne was a volunteer nurse during the war. 

 

Page 9.  ñMiss Nanny Robinsonò is mentioned.  PALDôs first wife was Ann Robinson; 

she died after a few years, childless.  I wonder if this person is a relative?  The Robinson 

family is mentioned elsewhere (see pages 269 and 289), including the killing of Carey 
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Robinson on the battlefield.  The Maryeôs are mentioned on other pages. 

 

Page 32 (facing).  Photograph of Martha Burwell Dabney Chamberlayne (below). 
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Page 73.  PALD is referred to as ñUncle Gus.ò 

 

Page 188.  JHC received a letter from ñUncle Augustine.ò   

 

Page 191.  Chamberlayne captured on or near 31 July 1863 and sent to Johnsonôs Island. 

 

Page 203.  Fred Dabney arrived at the prison camp ña week agoò (written 23 October 

1863).  JHC refers to ñUncle Augustine and Uncle Thomas.ò 

 

Page 203 (facing).  Photos of prisoners at Johnsonôs Island (below, including Fred 

Dabney). 
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Page 205.  Fred asks JHC to get a message to the ñStansburys.ò  (I donôt know them.) 

 

Page 206.  Fred and Uncle Augustine are mentioned.  JHC received a letter from Sarah 

Dabney Eggleston, daughter of TSGD in Mississippi. 

 

Page 209-210.  Fred and JHC received heavy flannels and blankets from Mary Smith. 

 

Page 211.  ñFred received Miss Letitiaôs letter.ò  She is said to be Letitia Campbell of 

New York. 

 

Page 213.  ñFred says tell his people that he has written so often & heard nothing that he 

has given up in despair.ò 

 

Page 214.  ñFred often shames me by his silence, of which I have only a flash.ò 

 

Page 217.  JHC is exchanged, returns home, and then back to the army.  [I find it curious 

that the exchange of prisoners was a routine practice during the Civil War, given the 

overwhelming abundance of federal troops.] 

 

Page 218.  Letter from Fred to Martha from Johnsonôs Island prison: 

 

[Capt. Frederick Yeamans Dabney to Martha Burwell Chamberlayne] 

 

Johnson's Island.   Sandusky.   Ohio, May 7th 1864.ð 

 

My Dear AuntðI was much gratified at receiving your letter of Apr 5th & the two 

accompanying ones from home. I am also glad to know that Ham is at home & enjoying 

himself, notwithstanding I am not equally fortunate. Your accounts, as well as those 

contained in the other letters from home are very cheering to me, & nothing worries me 

now but my captivity, & the last I endeavor to bear with as much fortitude as I can 

command. I have given up all hope of an early exchange & quietly await the development 

of future eventsðAnd this is the general sentiment of officers here 

 I have neglected to write to you hitherto, simply because it was superfluous, while 

Ham was here & since his arrival in Richmond, he could tell you everything much more 

fully than I possibly could by letter. I wrote once to Parke, but it seems the letter failed to 

reach her. The failure of my letters to reach their destination has greatly discouraged my 

propensity for letter-writing. (I am interrupted by the arrival of the mail bringing me a 

letter from my little friend. Mary Mumford at the Spottswood HotelðHer mother it 

seems has been banished from New OrleansðIf either Parke or [yo]urself can find time 

to call upon her & give my love to Mary, you would confer a great favor.)  Tell Ham that 

everything is going on pretty much as when he leftða considerable body of sick men 

having been shipped lately, being the only interruption of to our usual monotony.  Among 

them is Lt Stork, whom he will probably see upon his arrival in Rd.  His friends are 

generally well in Block 1.  Gen1. Archer being a little unwell for several days past.  I 
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took dinner with Genl Trimble yesterday.  The old man is in good health & pretty fair 

spirits.  I have written several letters home lately, but dont know whether there is mail 

communication to Raymond or not.  When you write please mention the fact.  I also 

wrote to Sue & never heard from the letterðYou received, some time ago, a package of 

letters for meðamong them one from AgathaðIf you still have them, enclose me the 

latterðno matter if it is not limited to one page.  I think it will be allowed to reach me.  

Enclosed you will find some postage stamps.  Give my best love to Parke & to Emmy, if 

she has reached Rdð Write againðIt is the only consolation I have 

   Your affec. nephewð 

      Fred. Y. Dabney 
 

 [Note.ðWritten  in  ink on  one side of  half of  a double  sheet  of  ruled,  white  letter paper.   No 

envelope.] 

 

Page 263-265.  JHC says he will write to Fred, and that someone (Legh Page) is trying to 

help Fred, still in prison. 

 

Page 264 (facing).  Photograph of family members (below). 
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